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GERALDTON BYPASS 
Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.36 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I thank the minister for 
being available to take my grievance. As long as I have been the member for Geraldton there have been disagreements 
about a heavy vehicle bypass around the city. There were three models and each had its own champion and, of course, 
they could not agree. Currently, North West Coastal Highway goes through the city from the start of the suburbs in 
the south at Wandina and it remains in the suburbs until around Chapman Valley Road. It is a mixture of two and 
four lanes with eight sets of traffic lights. It passes two schools and runs for about 14 kilometres. It is used by road 
trains, and even very occasionally triple road trains, which are used during droughts to bring cattle south and move 
hay north. There was a lot of concern locally with the construction of the Gorgon and Wheatstone projects; however, 
that traffic is finished and it was very well managed. I am not aware of any issues that arose because of it. 
Grain is carted in from the three northern off-rail bins of Yuna, Northampton and Binnu. Thankfully, minerals 
from the east are able to come straight into the ports using the southern transport corridor. I pay credit to the 
trucking industry, which I think is extremely well managed and is why the area does not have many issues, and to 
the local branch of Main Roads Western Australia that does a very good job. I pay credit also to the Rotary Club 
of Geraldton, which runs a traffic safety awareness course for high school students. Patience Transport brings in 
one of its road trains for the students to sit in to see how limited the visibility of truck drivers is and how large 
those machines are. I pay credit to the Mid West Industry Road Safety Alliance. It is a self-funded group and I try 
to attend its meetings whenever I can. Its whole reason for existence is the interplay between light vehicles, cars 
and the heavy transport operators. It does a good of getting a safety message out.  
There are three perspectives on this. For years the City of Greater Geraldton has peddled a proposal to take a road 
north of Horwood Road and bring it back in at Webberton Road, relying very much on existing, oldish roads. It would 
need major intersection works. That would solve the problem up to Beresford, but unfortunately the traffic then joins 
North West Coastal Highway again, so it would get it out of most of the town but it is not really a longer term solution. 
The Mid West Development Commission funded a major road that started at the Pell Bridge at Dongara and ran 
inland all the way to Northampton, and included the Northampton bypass. For some strange reason it did not 
include a connection into Oakajee. It is a very expensive proposal that would have to be built at once. It would 
have a large impact on landowners. It would encourage people to bypass Dongara, Geraldton and Northampton, 
so the local councils are not in favour of that.  
Main Roads has done a comprehensive study that looks at a number of options to varying degrees using existing 
roads that can be built in stages. There are three options for the southern section and three options for the northern 
section. It did a very good and professional job drawing up the options and promoting them in the community. The 
councils have had a change of position. I will quote an article from Everything Geraldton — 

Local Governments in the Midwest have come together to take a united stance against the proposed 
Dongara–Northampton Transport Corridor route. 
The City of Greater Geraldton, Shire of Chapman Valley, Shire of Irwin and Shire of Northampton have 
expressed their concerns about the proposed route and outlined their alternatives in a joint letter to the 
State Government. 

However, that was before the most recent state election and I am not sure whether that letter got through to the 
minister. The other day I presented a petition from 1 120 petitioners about the section that runs north from 
Geraldton to Northampton. They object to routes 4 and 5, which include the new route, if you like, for the road 
running north and endorse option 6, which is basically the route that takes the road north of Moonyoonooka going 
in at Oakajee and joining the existing highway. Next time the minister is in the midwest, I ask her to spend half an 
hour in Northampton to look at North West Coastal Highway, which runs through the middle of town, to observe 
the trucks going through. I know the shire lives in dread of a serious accident. The shire has talked to both sides 
of politics, both federal and state, about this for years. It is an issue whose time has come, and in looking at bypasses 
around other regional cities, this one should be next. 
The main point about the section north of Geraldton to Northampton is that option 6 is now a clear favourite to all 
local councillors and the 1 120 petitioners. I understand that the land for the road to run through the Wokatherra 
gap is available. The option for the southern section is less clear. Personally, I am okay with either option 2 or 3. 
In the past I was a supporter of a turn-off at Rudds Gully, which is very close to the southern suburbs of Geraldton, 
and running across to Narngulu and Moonyoonooka. However, I understand that Main Roads is concerned about 
the level of congestion that would create, and I am inclined to agree with it especially if Karara lifts its production 
of magnetite, because there will be even more trains on the railway line than there is now. I once again emphasise 
how important the Northampton bypass is in this whole process. It is not in my electorate but I am passing on the 
message that I get whenever I am in Northampton, which is not very often. That bypass is way past critical; it 
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should have been done years ago, and I am happy to acknowledge that. I understand that the government is doing 
a study and I am curious to know where it is up to and what plans, if any, the minister has. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.42 am]: I thank the member for Geraldton for his 
grievance and his interest in this issue, which was also raised more generally in estimates. It is a longstanding issue 
about which there has been much discussion and debate in the member’s area. 

The issue of the bypass has caused significant debate in the community. Similar to the planning of all bypasses—
this is quite an interesting analysis—there is always a challenge between road efficiency and the impact on local 
communities and local businesses. That is very clear to me. A lot of towns want bypasses, but when they are 
provided, they complain that local businesses are suffering. It is always a challenge, and if we get it right at the 
planning stage and everyone understands it, everyone is better off. This bypass has been the subject of ongoing 
debate and discussion and, of course, it is important for the safe movement of road trains north and south. I met 
with the Shire of Chapman Valley early on and it presented a very strong argument against options 4 and 5, which 
are basically the inland routes, as opposed to option 6. As I said, there was discussion about this issue during 
estimates. Main Roads has been re-engaging on this issue to find the right route. We expect that the planning study 
will be finished in March or April next year. The member is right; there seems to be consensus about option 6, but 
there is the issue about the Oakajee Narngulu Infrastructure Corridor and how it works. Further discussions had 
been had with the Department of State Development about the alignment of road and rail in that area because there 
are a number of different competing interests about the future development of Oakajee road and rail routes into that 
area. We are trying to work through all those challenges and other issues with the state development department. 

Based on traffic volumes over the past three years, heavy vehicles make up between seven to 10 per cent of total 
traffic volume. Heavy vehicle traffic is mostly generated by seasonal grain harvest and agricultural lines, general 
agricultural products and through traffic between Perth and developments in the north west. As the member knows, 
the increase in traffic is causing congestion and safety issues. The Geraldton outer bypass is essential to not only 
improve efficiency and productivity, but also facilitate the future viability of extending triple road train access 
south of Carnarvon to Muchea. Main Roads recently re-engaged with all the affected local councils about the 
review of the original study outcomes. The outcome of the original study caused a lot of concern. I think there are 
signs in some areas asking that this not be the corridor. There has been engagement and re-engagement with the 
four local governments and the development commission to finalise the planning study, but there is no doubt that 
option 6 is favoured by all the councils. Main Roads is now looking at whether option 6 can deliver road efficiency 
benefits and help service the ONIC and the connection further south in an appropriate way. That work is being 
undertaken at the moment and is expected to be finalised in March next year. 

I thank the member for the petition. It is good to again outline community thinking on this project. Once we finalise 
the plan, we can do a further detailed study and seek commonwealth funding for the project, which is a key part 
of it. This issue has been around for a while. I like finishing studies before making decisions, but I understand that 
people in the midwest would appreciate a final decision. I am committed to finalising the route as soon as we can, 
but in particular once the planning study is finished. 

I thank the member for Geraldton very much for his contribution. I will add one last point. No-one in the Nationals WA 
is in the chamber to listen to this discussion about regional roads. The member for Geraldton might want to note 
that. Yesterday, the member for Warren–Blackwood put out on social media who was in the chamber during 
a particular debate. Let me put on the record that no-one from the Nationals is here, member for Geraldton; they 
are not concerned about the Geraldton bypass route. We should both note that for future reference. 
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